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At St. Mary’s we believe reading is the key to success and fundamental in 

developing independent learners in all areas of the curriculum. 

 

Reading development is closely related to that of writing and speaking and 

listening> By being immersed in texts children reflect and talk about what they 

have read, and by experiencing the writing process themselves children come to 

understand the special relationship which exists between author and reader. It 

is through critical and imaginative engagement with texts that pupils’ reading of 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts enables them to make sense of the world 

and their place in it. 

 

Reading should be a valuable and rewarding aspect of children’s learning and 

consequently should open the door to a world of knowledge. 

 

Aims 

The school aims to:- 

 

 Support children in becoming confident and independent readers with high 

levels of enjoyment, understanding and comprehension. 

 Promote enjoyment of reading and the understanding that reading is a 

life-long skill. 

 Build on a child’s prior knowledge and early literacy experience. 

 Recognise and value the contribution of parents/carers role as prime 

educators in the pre-school years and work together to develop a child’s 

reading skills. 

 Develop study skills so that children can find appropriate fiction and non- 

fiction books from the library or on the Internet. 

 Develop a critical appreciation of the work of authors, poets and 

illustrators in order to emulate these skills in their own writing. 

 Encourage care and ownership of books and other reading material. 

 

Objectives 

Children become successful readers by using a range of strategies to get the 

meaning of the text.  Literate children should:- 

 

 Read with confidence, fluency and understanding. 

 Be taught the full range of reading strategies including:- 

- phonic knowledge (visual information) 

- grammatical knowledge (structural information) 

- word recognition and graphic knowledge (visual information) 
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- contextual knowledge (meaning) 
 

 Be able to correct their own mistakes during shared, guided and 

independent reading. 

 Have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a varied and rich 

vocabulary. 

 Read a range of genres in fiction and poetry. 

 Understand, use and be able to read a range of non-fiction texts. 

 Use conventions of library organisation and ICT systems to access texts 

to locate information. 

 Develop powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness. 

 Discuss books with reference to the author, illustrator, genre, theme and 

characters and express personal responses with increasing fluency. 

 See the reading process being modelled by a teacher and take part 

regularly in activities with the whole class, as a member of a smaller group 

or individually. 

 Have a suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and 

discuss reading. 

 Be interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate to justify their 

preferences. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Dedicated time each day has been structured into the timetable, across 

Foundation Stage, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two, to allow teachers to 

deliver high quality focused teaching of the skills needed to be able to read. 

 

Foundation Stage 

 All children will bring a book bag into school each day. 

 The teacher will provide every child with a reading book and a reading 

diary. 

 There is daily Letters and Sounds phonic work. 

 Individual reading – the teacher or TA will hear each child read 1:1 on a 

weekly basis. The teacher records progress made in a whole class reading 

folder along with a record of books read, APP, reading targets, guided 

reading and reading behaviour. 

 The teacher or TA records strategies that children are using and 

progress being made. 

 Shared and guided reading may involve using a set of books, big books and 

inter-active whiteboard programs. 

 Parents are requested to encourage children to read daily and write 

comments in the reading diary. 
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Key Stage One 

 All children will bring a book bag into school each day. 

 The teacher will provide every child with a reading book and a reading 

diary. 

 There is daily Letters and Sounds phonic work. 

 The teacher will hear each child read 1:1 on a weekly basis, the teacher 

records progress made in the whole class reading folder. 

 The teacher completes an individual record every time a child is heard 

read. 

 In the class reading folder, the teacher will have a record of books 

reading by  each  child,  APP  (Assessing Pupil progress), reading targets 

and reading behaviour. 

 The teacher records strategies children are using and progress being 

made. 

 During shared reading, big books, enlarged texts and interactive 

whiteboards are used by the teacher or TA to support reading 

development. 

 Guided reading sessions take place on a daily basis led by the teacher or 

TA. 

 Children have the opportunity to share their written work by reading it 

aloud to the rest of the class or in the Gold Awards Assembly each 

Friday..  Children also hear stories read aloud by the teacher or TA. 

 Parents are strongly encouraged to hear their child read on a daily basis 

and write comments in the reading diary. 

 

Key Stage Two 

 All children will bring a reading book into school each day; this could be 

one selected from home or those available in the classroom or library at 

school. 

 The teacher will provide a reading book and a reading record diary for 

those with a specific need. 

 Reading books:- 

- Children are given the opportunity to change their reading books as 

and when required. 

- A record of the book is taken. 

- Parents are strongly encouraged to listen to their children read and 

discuss the text as homework, 

 A teacher will hear each child read on a regular basis in order to monitor 

progress. 

 In the class reading folder, the teacher will have a record of books read, 

APP, (Assessing Pupil Progress) and reading targets. 
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 Specific reading skills are taught within the guided and shared reading 

times. 

 Children take part in guided reading sessions on a regular basis, in a small 

group, 

led by a teacher or TA. 

 Children have the opportunity to share their written work by reading it 

aloud to the rest of the class and/or school (during Gold Award 

assemblies). Children also hear stories read aloud by the teacher or 

Teaching Assistant. 

 Children are expected to have a reading book in school, every day, as 

there are regular 

opportunities for silent reading. 

 Differentiated reading comprehension activities take place on a regular 

basis. 

 Higher order reading skills are explicitly taught during the Literacy 

session. 

 KS2 phonic booster support is provided for children who need additional 

tuition. 

 Children are encouraged to visit the library during break-times and during 

the school 

day. 

 

Guided Reading 

Guided reading is an integral part of the daily literacy programme. Using 

assessment data, children are grouped according to reading ability. The teacher 

and/or TA will alternate between groups during the term to focus on a 

structured text set to meet the targets of children. Guided reading is focused 

and provides opportunities for children to make rapid reading progress. 

 

Role of parents and carers 

Parents are strongly encouraged to be actively involved in their children’s 

reading routine at all ages by listening to their child read, reading to their child, 

and by promoting a home environment where books are valued. Listening to and 

questioning children about a text being read will enhance the reading and 

comprehension process. 

 

SEN 

Concerns about a child’s reading progress is referred by the teacher to the 

SENCO. This might arise as a result of daily reading observations or from data 

following  reading  assessment  collected  by  the  teacher  on  a  termly     basis. 
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Children identified as needing additional support will be provided with an IEP 

which details targets, provision and support. 

 

Monitoring and assessment 

Children are assessed and records kept in line with the school’s assessment 

policy.  Data from these assessments is used to:- 

- action any special needs provision 

- group children for guided reading sessions 

- identify the most able children to ensure provision of 

extension/enrichment work and opportunities. 

 

Through assessment and dialogue, children are set individual reading targets to 

achieve. These targets are differentiated according to age and ability.  These 

link to APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) which teachers have records of  and 

cover:- 

 

AF1 – Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning. 

AF2 – Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or  ideas 

from texts and use quotation and reference to text. 

AF3 – Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts. 

AF4 – Identify and comment on the structure and organization of texts, 

including grammatical and presentational features at text level. 

AF5 – Explain and comment on the writers’ use of language, including 

grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level. 

AF6 – Identify and comment on writers’ purpose and viewpoints and the overall 

effect of the text on the reader. 

AF7 – Relate texts to social, cultural and historical contexts and literary 

traditions. 

 

Resources 

St, Mary’s provides a print rich environment. The Library holds fiction and non- 

fiction books across all reading levels. All classrooms have an interesting, well- 

stocked book area which also provides a variety of reading material. A small 

selection of specialist books such as those for children with dyslexia are 

available in school; this stock will be added to when more become available from 

book publishers. 

 

Library 

The Library contains a good selection of fiction and non-fiction books which is 

regularly  updated and  added to.   Children are  encouraged to visit  the  Library 
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regularly to seek out reading books as well as those of interest and which will 

assist with learning. Fiction books are shelved in several book cases and non- 

fiction books are catalogued using the Dewy System. 

 

Events 

Opportunities to celebrate books and the written word, such as World Book Day, 

is taken advantage of on an annual basis. 

 

Jo Leech 

Literacy Coordinator 


