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 There are four main principles to this policy:  

 

• It establishes an entitlement for all pupils to receive quality first 

teaching.  

• It establishes expectations for the standards to be achieved  

• It builds on what pupils have learned previously and promotes continuity 

and coherence across the school  

• It states the school’s approaches to this subject in order to promote 

public and particularly parents’ and carers’ understanding of the 

curriculum.  

 

Aims  

• For writing to be seen as purposeful and enjoyable  

• For each child to see themselves as a confident and successful writer  

• For each child to achieve the level of writing of which they are capable  

• For writing to be developed across a range of meaningful contexts  

• For there to be a broad curriculum offering the full spectrum of writing 

genres  

• For each child to develop the necessary writing skills to be a competent 

writer  

• For writing to be seen as an essential life skill  
 

Introduction  

 

The importance of writing in the curriculum  

Writing is a key life skill which enables children to express themselves, 

communicate with others and access other areas of the curriculum. It is a 

complex process which requires a command of sentence and text structure, 

grammar and punctuation, an ability to edit and evaluate both their own and 

others writing, a knowledge of how spoken language translates to the written 

word, an awareness of purpose and audience across different genres and involves 

a competency in spelling and handwriting. 
 
 

 

 Talk for writing  

As a school, we believe that ‘talk’ is an essential part of the writing process. The 

principle of being able to speak their writing before writing it, is embedded 

through both fiction and non-fiction writing and involves techniques such as 
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discussion groups, talking partners, story maps and orally rehearsing what we are 

going to write. All classes follow the structure of modelled, orally rehearsing, 

planning, drafting, doing, making it better and proof reading. 

 

The Foundation Stage  

Writing forms a central part of the Communication, Language and Literacy 

curriculum. We believe the foundation for writing is built on children’s oral work 

and children are encouraged to express their ideas at every opportunity 

throughout each of the Early Learning Goals. Staff model use of language and 

create opportunities for children to develop their talk in every lesson. Daily, 

weekly and medium term planning clearly demonstrates this focus and include 

early Talk for Writing techniques and storytelling. In addition to cross-

curricular opportunities, specific writing objectives are planned in order to begin 

giving children the skills they will need as writers.  

 

A wide range of writing materials are always available to children in the 

classroom and a specific role play area which complements the termly topic is 

used to provide a real purpose for children’s early writing. Children have 

opportunities to write through child-led/ child initiated activities as well as 

more structured teacher led activities. 

 

We recognise both the importance of the teacher acting as scribe on occasions, 

in order to create stories and the importance of children writing freely as 

emergent writers. 

 

Key Stage 1  

We continue to provide a wide range of planned and incidental opportunities for 

children to develop their writing skills. We ensure that activities are purposeful 

and linked through a thematic approach to other curriculum areas which provide 

contexts for children to apply their skills, endeavouring to ensure real audiences 

as often as possible. Our learning objectives are taken from the New English 

Curriculum which we use in conjunction with Talk for Writing techniques to 

support our planning of the teaching sequence; ensuring children develop their 

writing skills across a wide range of genres.  

 

Through the Talk for Writing techniques, an emphasis is still placed on children 

developing their oral skills as a prerequisite to writing and the use of a wide 

range of speaking and listening and drama techniques are used to provide 

children with opportunities to explore and extend their talk as a preparation for 

writing.  
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We make clear links with children’s reading skills and texts are often used as a 

basis for developing writing skills, reading and writing objectives being clearly 

linked in teacher’s planning. Children take part in text analysis activities in order 

to imitate others work before attempting work of their own.  

 

A range of techniques is used to teach writing. Teachers plan for modelled 

writing activities (using the teacher as a model and a scribe for the pupils’ 

ideas), guided writing groups (allowing staff to focus on particular objectives 

with different ability groups), and writing frameworks which provide structure 

for the children as they begin to write in a variety of genres as well as plentiful 

opportunities are given for independent writing.  

 

Throughout Key stage 1, children are involved in a daily phonic Letters and 

Sounds lesson. This is to develop spelling strategies and introduce spelling 

patterns. Some children will continue to have Letters and Sounds activities into 

Key stage 2 to embed or revisit work already carried out. 

 

Key Stage 2  

In Key stage 2, we continue to use the New English Curriculum through a 

thematic approach and use this to support our teaching of a variety of genres, 

fiction and non-fiction. 

 

Whilst focussing on developing key skills, teachers’ planning also aims to make 

links across the curriculum and uses topic themes, as well as educational visits 

and special events to provide real contexts for writing for real audiences.  
 

We recognise that where children see a purpose they will be motivated and the 

quality of their writing will be enhanced. 
 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar  

Children in both Key stages usually begin the English lesson with spelling, 

punctuation and grammar (SPAG). This is taught through the use of games, the 

interactive whiteboard, individual whiteboards or sometimes discussion, but 

wherever possible it is them embedded in context e.g. the use of commas may be 

taught through an interactive whiteboard game, modelled by the teacher 

through a non-fiction paragraph and then evidenced in the child’s independent 

writing. 

 

Teaching and Learning  

Children are involved in a daily English lesson. Teachers plan for this using the 

objectives and teaching sequence in the new curriculum and, where appropriate, 

the agreed writing process (teacher model, oral rehearsal, plan, draft, do, edit, 
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make it better, proof read-see medium term plan template). These lessons may 

focus on developing particular skills, or applying skills learnt. They may include 

reading or writing activities or both. In addition to these lessons, writing is used 

to communicate in other subject areas and teachers plan specific objectives in 

order to maximise the potential of this. 

 

The New English Curriculum links with the school’s long term plan which teachers 

use to fit with their termly topics. Units of work are planned for the term on a 

medium term planning grid. Weekly planning details specific objectives, 

differentiated activities, teacher support, success criteria and assessment for 

learning strategies. 

 

All lessons have clear learning objectives which are communicated to the 

children in a variety of ways, both orally and in writing. When approaching tasks 

children have a clear view of the success criteria, often writing these 

themselves as they get older and use these to assess their own and other’s work. 

 

Targets are set for groups or individuals within each class on a termly basis and 

shared with parents for them to support their child at home to reach their 

targets. 

 

Teachers plan to offer a range of opportunities and outcomes to appeal to 

different learning styles and pupils are encouraged to make suggestions in order 

to extend their learning. We recognise that children need to be given 

opportunities to write for a sustained amount of time to develop both speed and 

flow through their writing, and need to be given time to evaluate, edit and polish 

their work.  

 

Teachers plan to use open questioning to encourage children to think and explain. 

Talk partners are often used as a way of exploring and extending ideas. 

Teachers invite responses to class discussion to encourage every child to be an 

active participant in the lesson. 

 

Assessment and recording  

Informal assessment is on-going and forms part of every lesson, feeding into 

teacher’s planning. Pupils are involved in self and peer assessment.  

Teachers provide feedback to pupils on a daily basis, either in written or verbal 

form. Children will have ‘Close the Gap’ marking at least once a week or where 

relevant (see non-negotiables…where there is an impact). This marking is to 

focus on how the success criteria have been achieved, the next steps, to 

challenge or embed learning. 
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Termly assessment weeks which validate on-going judgements provide an 

opportunity for summative assessment and informs your child’ teacher of their 

progress and attainment in meeting the expected age related standards. Pupils 

identified as not making progress or underachieving are targeted and given 

support in the form of flexible intervention, according to their individual needs. 

This support is identified on teacher’s short term planning.  

 

Tracking sheets, Milestones and analysis of progress allows staff to track pupil 

progress in writing throughout their time at St Mary’s C of E Primary School and 

Nursery and attainment is recorded in terms of working towards the expected 

standards, expected standards and exceeding the expected standards. This is 

used to inform annual reporting to parents and to ensure continuity and 

progression across classes. 

 

Inclusion  

Planning at all levels ensures that the interests of boys and girls are taken into 

account. Pupils are flexibly grouped – sometimes working in ability or mixed 

ability groups, according to the task. Pupils are given opportunities to learn as 

individuals, in pairs, small groups and as a whole class, both independently and 

with support from teachers and teaching assistants.  

Intervention programmes at a range of levels are run for individuals and groups 

of children throughout the year. This is overseen by the subject leader and 

SENCO.  

 

The Learning Environment  

Classrooms have displays of writing checklists and prompts to support teaching 

and learning. Working walls are also used in each classroom as prompts and 

reminders to stimulate children’s writing. As we value children’s writing, these 

will display examples of work and to celebrate achievements. 

 

Homework  

In both Key Stages homework will focus on reading, spelling and on work been 

that has carried out in class. There may at times be some occasional topic linked 

writing projects. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

All teachers are responsible for monitoring standards in their pupil’s work and 

progress. This is overseen by the English Co-ordinator and Head teacher. 

Monitoring informs future planning through the School SDP. 

 


