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Summer Term - Class 1 Reception 

R.E - Salvation  What happens in a 

Church? 
This topic is a chance to share knowledge about the 
church and how Christians use the church to 
celebrate their faith. The children will use their 
previous knowledge of going to church at Easter to 
discuss what Christians do, what they celebrate and 
major festivals in the year. 

Expressive Arts and Design  
The children will have lots of activities that give 
them to opportunity to safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 
and function. They will share their creations, 
explaining the process they have used. The 
children will also be able to make use of props 
and materials when role playing characters in 
narratives and stories. 
 

Understanding the world 
This half term we will be focusing on the natural world 
around them. The children will Explore the natural world 
around them, making observations and drawing pictures of 
animals and plants. Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class.  Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world around them, including 
the seasons and changing states of matter (rain, clouds). 

Literacy 
 

Key texts: 

Percy the Park Keeper 

Stickman 
Going on a bear hunt 

The children will be retelling the stories, acting it out 
through role play, instructions and descriptions. We will be 
encouraging the children to start writing in full sentences 
using their phonic knowledge to write as many of the 
sounds that they can hear.  
We will also be encouraging the children to use tricky 
words in their writing with more confidence.  
 

Physical development  
We will give the children lots of opportunities 
to develop their fine motor skills of hold a 
pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 
writing  using the tripod grip in almost all 
cases. Use a range of small tools, including 
scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. Begin to 
show accuracy and care when drawing. 

Maths 

Mastering number programme 
Counting strategies (counting on and from 
different starting numbers). 
Counting larger amounts of objects. 
Counting objects that cannot be moved. 
Subitising skills. 
 Use of spatial language to describe amounts. 
Doubling and halving. 
Deepening their knowledge of whole amounts. 
Representing quantities and amounts. 
Using equipment to explain their knowledge. 
Parts and whole to decompose amounts. 
Use of number tracks and the language more 
than, fewer than. 
 
 

Personal Social and Emotional 

development  
This half term we want the children to become 
confident when trying new activities and show 
independence, resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge. The children will also be given 
opportunities to explain the reasons for rules, 
know right from wrong and try to behave 
accordingly. We will also continue to help them to 
manage their own basic hygiene and personal 
needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of healthy food 
choices. 
 

Communication and language  
We will be focussing on the children achieving their early 
learning goals. We will be looking at developing the 

ake comments about what they have 
heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. As 
well as this we want them to engage in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher and peers. The children have 
come so far with their speaking skills and we now want 
them to express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions. 
We will help them to achieve this through modelling, 
support from adults and display resources in class. 


