
 Year 3 

Handwriting Spelling Vocabulary/Grammar Punctuation Composition ( 
Planning, writing and 

editing) 

A
ut

um
n 

To begin to use a neat, joined 
handwriting style. 
 
To continue to use the diagonal 
and horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and with 
support understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one another, are 
best left unjoined. 
 

To spell many of the Y3 and Y4 
statutory spelling words correctly. 
 
To spell words with contracted 
forms.  
 
To begin to add suffixes to spell 
some words correctly in their writing 
e.g. –ment,  and -ly. 
 
 
To apply Y3/4 spelling rules and 
guidance:  
See detailed word lists within the 
Spelling Appendix of the National 
Curriculum (English appendix 1). 
Teachers should refer to these to 
exemplify the words that pupils 
should be able to read as well as 
spell. 

To try to maintain the correct tense 
(including the present perfect tense) 
throughout most pieces of writing. 
 
To use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout 
some pieces of writing.  
 
To use a range of conjunctions and 
adverbs.  
 
To write expanded noun phrases. 
 
To use adverbs of time and manner. 
 
 
 

To begin to use the full 
range of punctuation 
from previous year 
groups. 
 
To use commas in a 
list. 

To compose and rehearse 
sentences orally (including 
dialogue). 
 
To begin to organise 
writing into paragraphs 
around a theme. 
 
To begin to use ideas from 
their own reading and 
modelled examples to plan 
their writing.  
 
To begin to proofread their 
own work to make 
improvements. 
 
To begin to use compound 
and simple sentences. 
 

Sp
ri

ng
 

To begin to use a neat, joined 
handwriting style with increasing 
accuracy and speed.  
 
To continue to use the diagonal 
and horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and to 
understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are best 
left unjoined. 
 

To spell many of the Y3 and Y4 
statutory spelling words correctly. 
 
To spell words with contracted forms 
independently.  
 
To add suffixes to spell some words 
correctly in their writing e.g. –ment,  
ness, - less, -ly 
 
To spell common polysyllabic words, 
including compound words 
accurately. 
 
To accurately spell many common 
homophones.  
 

To try to maintain the correct tense 
(including the present perfect tense) 
throughout a piece of writing with accurate 
subject/verb agreement. 
 
To use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout a 
piece of writing. 
 
To use subordinate clauses, extending the 
range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if and 
because.  
 
To use a range of conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to show time, place and 
cause. 

To use the full range of 
punctuation from 
previous year groups. 
 
To write sentences 
that are demarcated 
accurately using: 
-Question marks 
- Exclamation marks 
 
To begin to punctuate 
direct speech 
accurately, including 
the use of inverted 
commas. 
 

To begin to use ideas from 
their own reading and 
modelled examples to plan 
their writing.  
 
To proofread their own 
and others’ work to check 
for errors (with increasing 
accuracy) and to make 
improvements. 
 
To begin to organise their 
writing into paragraphs 
around a theme. 
 
To use compound, complex 
and simple sentences. 
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