Adaptive learning in Writing

Planning inclusive lessons

At Shawbury St Marys Primary School we endorse the view expressed in the
National Curriculum 2014 document:

“English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality
education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can
communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and
listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular,
pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially
and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development.
Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what
they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully
as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and
write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.”

English across the curriculum

We also recognise that English skills should be regularly applied in every subject
area and that, where appropriate, English teaching should be linked to work in
other areas of the curriculum. Our use of a ‘Thematic Curriculum’ sets a context
for writing and allows for cross-curricular approaches. Using rich texts to
stimulate writing, teachers provide learners with opportunities for oral rehearsal
and develop their thinking out loud — with a partner, in small groups and in
whole class teaching. We always write for a purpose so that what leaners are
writing is rooted in context and meaning. As wiring can be a barrier for some
children in the wider curriculum, we at St Mary’s believe it is hugely important to
provide inclusive lessons to allow all learners to succeed and make progress.

At Shawbury St Mary’s we endeavor to maintain an awareness of, and to
provide equal opportunities for all our pupils in English. We aim to take into
account cultural background, gender and Special needs, both in our teaching
attitudes and in the published materials that we use with our pupils. Throughout
the school, children who need extra support are identified and provision made to
meet their needs through targeted support, intervention programmes and SENCO
support. External agencies are used to assess these children as and when
appropriate. Provision for the more able children should also be made by
differentiating the tasks given and by providing extension materials and
opportunities to extend their learning beyond the classroom environment. These
children should be identified and included on the more able child register.



Creating an Inclusive Environment

Language is critical to learning, but disparities are stark, as 5-year-olds with
poor language skills are 5 times more likely to be unable to read well at age 11
(National Literacy Trust). Creating a vocabulary rich classroom is vital to closing
the gaps and enabling future attainment. Key questions and vocabulary linked to
what you are currently learning should be displayed in your class. You can then
refer to the vocabulary on your washing line and working walls when you are
speaking and when you are modeling writing. This will encourage learners to use
the vocabulary displayed to support their independent work. Adding visuals to
key vocabulary ensures all learners can access it. Work to create a culture where
mistakes are part of the learning process and are even celebrated.

How do we support learners who are reading below age-related expectations?

For leaners who are not secure with phonics, this should be a priority with plenty
of practice writing using the phoneme-grapheme correspondences they know.
This can be most easily provided through dictation activities. Use a picture and
word banks of key vocabulary, Ideally, the words for these word banks will be
the ones you have generated together in lessons and added to the washing line,
so they will be the ones leaners have already begun to use and explore.

How do we support learners who struggle to retain vocabulary?

Identify new, interesting or useful words in a text or topic altogether and add
them to the washing line/working wall together. Refer to these words and model
them using your teaching and encourage learners to use the washing
line/working wall in their independent writing. In KS1 we rehearse new words
and come up with actions together, then say the word and show the action to
reinforce. New vocabulary should be planned for and taught in context.

How do we support leaners who need additional time to develop conceptual
understanding?

To help learners who need addition time to develop conceptual; understanding
we pre teach. We also create links in with learning in different areas, this is so
that learning is multiOsesnory. To help those children who struggle with
attention, we break down the learning into manageable chunks. Through our
oracy work we help provide sentence stems to remind learners and give them
ideas before they write anything down. We also regularly give children
movement breaks and build in opportunities to develop attention and listening
skills with the whole class.



