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Weekly Newsletter—16th January 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve had a productive week of staff training focused on strengthening    
teaching and learning across the school. A special well done to Miss Smith, 
who has completed additional sports qualifications in Little Sticks Golf and  
Netball. These will be invaluable within our PE curriculum and will help us 
broaden opportunities in after school sports clubs this term. 

We are really looking forward to welcoming Year 3 and Year 4 parents to join us 
for lunch, followed by a times tables workshop with the children. It’s a great 
chance to see our approach first-hand and pick up practical ideas to support 
quick recall at home. We can’t wait to see you there and celebrate the         
children’s growing confidence with multiplication. 

On 24 October, I shared that the Department for Education has issued new 
statutory guidance under Martyn’s Law, officially known as the Terrorism 
(Protection of Premises) Act 2025. The aim is to strengthen protective security 
and organisational preparedness across public settings, including schools. 

At St Mary’s, we are already in a strong position. Our established systems and 
processes—including our annual lockdown drill conducted with police          
support—reflect our ongoing commitment to keeping children safe. In line with 
the new guidance, we will now run termly drills so that staff and pupils remain 
confident and well-rehearsed. 

Next week, we’ll be practising an evacuation drill that involves walking to the 
village hall. This will feel very familiar to children—it’s no different from our   
regular walk to St Mary’s Church for visits and services. As always, teaching 
staff will speak with children in an age-appropriate way so that any worries can 
be discussed and reassured. Thank you for your continued support in helping 
us maintain a safe and secure environment.  If you have any questions about 
our safety procedures, please contact the school office.  

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

Sarah North   

Headteacher 



 

Three Ways to 

Save a Life   
 

St John’s ambulance will be visiting our 

school on Wednesday 4th February to 

train children in years 1 through to year 

6 on ‘Three ways to save a life.  
 

This is a free event kindly put on by St 

John’s ambulance, however, we would 

like to raise some much needed funds 

for them and will be holding a non-

uniform day on the day and ask every-

body to wear something green and 

white and pay £1.  
 

Please ensure the non-uniform is      

suitable for children to take part in the 

training.  
 

Reception class are welcome to join in 

the non-uniform and pay £1 if they 

would like to.  

Skills for Bills is back 

Skills for Bills are coming into school 

on Tuesday 3rd February to work 

with our year 6 children.  

Last year the children thoroughly    

enjoyed this event and learnt a lot 

about finance.  

Year 3 & 4 Parents Times Table Workshops with Lunch  

We will be holding a times tables workshop for year 3 & 4 parents in school 

on  

Tuesday 20th January 

12.30pm—1.30pm  

You will enjoy a free lunch with your year 3 or 4 child at 12.30pm and then 

stay for the parents times table workshop after.  

If you have booked onto this lunch and course, please arrive at the school  

office for 12.25pm to be signed in. Please leave mobile phones at home.  

Don’t be late, Beat the gate!! 

We have given the first Dojo’s out today 

to those children who did not receive a 

late mark this week. 

 We will continue to do this until the end 

of the month. Your child needs to be in 

class by 8.45am to receive Dojo’s.  



Young voices— 4 weeks to go!! 

Our choir are busy rehearsing every 

week for the Young Voice event.  

Please can you pay for your t-shirt 

and child transport on Arbor by 23rd 

January, if you haven’t already.  

A letter will be coming home next 

week with full 

details of the 

day.  

Year 5 & 6 Theatre Visit  
 

Year 5 & 6 will be visiting The Barnes 
Theatre at Shrewsbury School for a 
Darwin Festival on Thursday 12th 

February.  
 

You have received an email with full 
details.  

 

Please consent and pay for this trip 
on Arbor.  

Condover Residential Visit 

Please continue to pay monthly for 

your year 4 child’s place going to 

Condover.  

This trip must be paid in full by the 

end of February, for your child to    

attend.  

PE Days  

Nursery Monday and Friday 

Class 1  Monday and Friday 

Class 4  Monday & Wednesday  

Class 5  Monday & Wednesday  

Class 6  Tuesday & Wednesday 

Class 8  Tuesday & Wednesday 

Class 9  Monday & Thursday 

Class 10 Monday & Thursday 

 

E-Waste Hunt Raising funds through donated redundant tech  

Our school has signed up to the E-Waste Hunt, run by Shropshire IT Recycling.  

Our Eco enrichment group will be promoting this fundraising campaign and     

sending out more information in the next couple of weeks on how you can join us 

and help raise funds.    

Items that can be donated include: mobile phones, desktops, iPhones, laptops, 

tablets, smartwatches, sat navs, digital cameras, chargers, voice recorders/mp3 

players, and game consoles. Non-working items also accepted.  
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Diary Dates Spring Term 2026 
 

Tuesday 20th January  Year 3/4 parent lunch & times table workshop 

Thursday 29th January  Fun with Maths Course starts 

Tuesday 3rd February  Skills 4 Bills  - Year 6 

Wednesday 4th February  Save a life training—Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6 

Tuesday 10th February  Safer Internet day 

Thursday 12th February  Year 5 & 6 to trip to Darwin Festival 

Friday 13th February  Young Voice Concert—Manchester 

Friday 13th February   Break up 

Monday 16th—Friday 20th Feb  Half Term 

Mon23rd & Tues 24th February  Collaboration Days—Children not in  

Monday 2nd to Friday 6th Feb  World Book Week 

Wednesday 4th March  Nursery Stay and Play Session 

Thursday 5th March  World Book Day 

Friday 6th March  Open lesson for parents—Reading 

Monday 9th to Tues 10th March   Year 4 Residential to Condover 

Wednesday 11th March  Mothers Day Afternoon Tea 

Monday 16th March  Year 3 & 4 Easter Concert for parents 

Tuesday 17th March  Gotta Dance performance—Theatre Severn 

Wednesday 18th March  Nursery Stay and Play Session 

Wednesday 18th March  Grandmothers Afternoon Tea 

Thursday 19th March  Rock Kidz Concert 

Friday 20th March  Down Syndrome Day & Comic Relief 

Monday 23rd March  Eastre Games Afternoon for Senior Citizens 

Tuesday 24th March  Parents Evening 

Wednesday 25th March  Parents Evening 

Friday 27th March  Easter Church Service 

Friday 27th March  Break up for Easter holidays 

 





 

St Mary’s C of E Primary School & Nursery   
 

Address: Poynton Road, Shawbury, Shropshire, SY4 4JR 
 

       Telephone: 01939 250323   Email: admin@stmarys.empowermat.co.uk      
 

   Website: www.shawburystmarys.org.uk 

Attendance during week starting – 12th January 2026 
 

Attendance Target  – 96% 

Attendance This Week – 96.97% 

Attendance This Year – 95.9% 

 

Children who missed morning registration 8.41%  (19 child) 

Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380  
sessions.  

A morning registration at the start of school – 8.45am and an afternoon registration 
after lunch—1pm for the afternoon session. 

Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any whole session    
Including registration.   

It is important that the children are at school on time every day to prevent           
disruption and upset to their day and for the rest of their class. 


