Head’s Update
Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year!

We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break and enjoyed time with family
and friends. It has been fantastic to see the children back in school this week,
ready for a new term of learning and exciting opportunities.

We really appreciate your understanding and flexibility as we managed the
challenges of the winter weather this week. Your cooperation ensured that we
could keep everyone safe and maintain learning as smoothly as possible.

This term, we are delighted to welcome two trainee teachers to our school:
Miss Zoe Evans, based in Reception.
Miss Abbie Pease, based in Year 5.

Please join us in making them feel welcome as they begin their teaching
journey with us.

We are thrilled to share some lovely news from our staff team:

Miss Wade is expecting her first baby this year and Mrs Abbie Jones is
expecting her second child. We know you will join us in congratulating them
both on this exciting time. We will keep you updated on any changes to staffing
later in the year to ensure continuity for the children.

Finally, we are proud to announce that the British Council has released the
UK-Ukraine Partnership video, showcasing the incredible collaboration we
have with Poltava, Lyceum No 13 in Poltava. This powerful video highlights the
importance of global connections and how they enrich our children’s learning
experiences. You can watch the video on our school website and social media
channels—we encourage you to take a look and share in this celebration of
international partnership.

Please take care and stay safe this weekend.
Best wishes,
Sarah North

Headteacher




Year 3 & 4 Parents Times Table Workshops with Lunch

We will be holding a times tables workshop for year 3 & 4 parents in school

on

Tuesday 20th January
12.30pm—1.30pm

You will enjoy a free lunch with your year 3 or 4 child at 12.30pm and then
stay for the parents times table workshop after.

A letter has come home this week with full details and informing you how to
book your place and free lunch.

Clubs Information Spring Term

All clubs start next week.
Tuesday—KS2 Dance Club
Existing members only
Tuesday—Year 4, 5 & 6 Darts Club
Wednesday—KS2 Netball Club
Thursday—KS1 Dodgeball Club
Thursday—Year 5 & 6 Chess Club

Please book your child’'s place for
the above clubs on Arbor asap.

Places are limited for all clubs.

Year 6 Maths Club will start on
Monday.

Choir Club will continue on a
Monday lunchtime—EXxisting
members only

Boys and Girls Football Team
training will continue on a
Wednesday

Any questions please ask at the
school office.

Don’t be late, Beat the gate!!

Throughout January we are running our
attendance campaign, ‘Don’t be late,
Beat the gate’ to encourage children to
arrive at school on time.

The gate closes at 8.44am and the
reqgister is taken at 8.45am.

Any child who does not receive a late
mark during one week at school will
receive 5 dojo’s on a Friday. The dojo’s
will be added to the dojo’s they have
earned in school, which they can spend
at the dojo shop when their class next
visits.

If a child receives more than 5 lates in
January we will contact you to see how
we can support you to help your child to
arrive at school for registration.

Reception Open Afternoon

Our final reception open afternoon takes
place on

Wednesday 14th January
1.30pm to 4pm.

The application window to apply for your
child to start school in September 2026
closes on Thursday 15th January.




PE Days Spring Term Dates

Nursery Monday and Friday Friday 13th February

Class 1 Monday and Friday Break up for half term

Class 4 Monday & Wednesday Monday & Tuesday 23rd/24th Feb
Class 5 Monday & Wednesday Collaboration Days—Children not in
Class 6 Tuesday & Wednesday Wednesday 25th February
Class 8 Tuesday & Wednesday Children return to school
Class9 Monday & Thursday Friday 27th March

Class 10 Monday & Thursday Break up for Easter holiday.

E-Waste Hunt Raising funds through donated redundant tech
Our school is signing up to the E-Waste Hunt, run by Shropshire IT Recycling.

By donating old equipment our school can raise money to purchase new IT
equipment. Staff, parents and the community can donate.

ltems that can be donated include: mobile phones, desktops, iPhones, laptops,
tablets, smartwatches, sat navs, digital cameras, chargers, voice recorders/mp3
players, and game consoles. Non-working items also accepted.

If you have any old IT equipment you need to dispose of, please donate them to
our E-Waste Hunt. Please see email with guidance on how to get your old IT
equipment ready for disposal.

We hope to get this scheme up and running in the next two weeks. We will let you
know when we are ready to receive old IT equipment.

Thanks

i !
As the weather is getting colder with Have fun with Maths!

ice and snow, please ensure your An opportunity for parents of
child brings a coat to school reception, year 1 and year 2 children
everyday. to attend a free workshop in school.

If the weather makes travel and the || Please see next page for full details.

school unsafe and we need to close || Please book your place at the school
we will contact you early in the office. Places limited so please book

morning via email/text. soon.




Have fun with
maths! 23

A FREE Family Learning course for parents and
carers with children in Reception and KS1.

What we will cover

. Discover early maths skills through a range of
fun crafts, games and activities.

¢ Learn about fun practical ways to support your
child’s maths learning

* Connect and share experiences and ideas with
other parents and carers.

Your child will join you for the second part of the
session where you will explore a range of fun
games and activities together!

Course Details
»

Start date: Thursday 29th January

Duration: 6 weeks (term time only) l
Time:1.30 - 3.00pm ¢

Venue: St Mary’s CE Primary School
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Diary Dates Spring Term 2025

Wednesday 14th January
Thursday 15th January
Thursday 15th January
Tuesday 20th January
Tuesday 3rd February
Wednesday 4th February
Tuesday 10th February

Friday 13th February

Friday 13th February

Monday 16th—Friday 20th Feb
Mon23rd & Tues 24th February
Monday 2nd to Friday 6th Feb
Wednesday 4th March
Thursday 5th March

Friday 6th March

Monday 9th to Tues 10th March
Wednesday 11th March
Monday 16th March

Tuesday 17th March
Wednesday 18th March
Wednesday 18th March
Thursday 19th March

Friday 20th March

Monday 23rd March

Tuesday 24th March
Wednesday 25th March

Friday 27th March

Friday 27th March

Reception open afternoon
Netball Training—7 children
Chess Competition—8 children
Year 3/4 parent lunch & times table workshop
Skills 4 Bills - Year 6

Save a life training—Years 2, 3, 4, 5,6
Safer Internet day

Young Voice Concert—Manchester

Break up

Half Term

Collaboration Days—Children no in

World Book Week

Nursery Stay and Play Session

World Book Day

Open lesson for parents—Reading

Year 4 Residential to Condover

Mothers Day Afternoon Tea

Year 3 & 4 Easter Concert for parents

Gotta Dance performance—Theatre Severn
Nursery Stay and Play Session
Grandmothers Afternoon Tea

Rock Kidz Concert

Down Syndrome Day & Comic Relief
Eastre Games Afternoon for Senior Citizens
Parents Evening

Parents Evening

Easter Church Service

Break up for Easter holidays
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St Mary's

WEEK 2 - Autumn 25 - Spring 26

MOMOAY

Chicken Goujons, Mac & Cheese,
lacket Potato Choice, Sandwich Selection
Wedges, Garlic Bread
Carrota, Baked Beans
Selection of Muffins
Cheese & Crackers, Fresh mixed fruit, selection of fruity yogurts.

TUESDAY

Chili Teco, Fish Fingers
lacket Potato Choice, Sandwich Selection
Brown Rice, Mashed Potato
Sweetcorn, Peas
Selection of Doughnuts
Cheese & Crackers, Fresh mixed fruit. selection of fruity yogurts.

WEDNESDAY

Sausage, Quorn Sausags
Jacket Potato, Sandwich Selection
Roast Potato, Mashad Potato, Yorkshire Pudding,
Broccoli, carrots, Cabbage, Green Beans, Grawvy
School Cakes & Custard
Cheese & Crackers, Fresh mixed fruit, selection of fruity yogurts.

THURSDAY

Please see special menu on next page

FRIDAY

Ham Pizza, Cheese and Tomato Pizza,
lacket Potato, Sandwich Selaction,
Chips, Swestcom, Baked Beans
Cheshire lce-Cream Chesse & Crackers, Fresh mixed fruit, selection of fruity yogurts

A FRESH SALAD BAR & FHEEH BREAD IS AWVAILABLE DAILY.
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2026 Back to School American Special
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Thursday 15™ January 2026
American Movie Lunch Special
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Week Commencing Monday 12th January in Stars

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ PLAY
GROUND

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/S PLAY
GROUND

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/S PLAY
GROUND

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ PLAY
GROUND

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SMNACK TIME/ PLAY
GROUND

4:15PM - 5:00PM
ACTIVITY

DANCE
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4:15PM - 5:00PM
ACTIVITY
BINGO

4:15PM - 5:00PM
ACTIVITY
BOARD GAMES

4:15PM - 5:00PM
CRAFT ACTIVITY
FINGER PAINTING
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4:15PM - £:45PM
CRAFT ACTIVITY
PLAYDOH

5:00PM - 5:30PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

L:00PM - 5:30PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

5:00PM - 5:30PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

5:00PM - 5:30PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

4:45PM - 5:10PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:10PM - 5:30PM
READING




St Mary’s School and Nursery

Fundraising Group

Who are we?
We are a group of parents who are keen on raising extra funds to enhance the

learning and fun at 5t Mary's.

How we raise the money.

Through out the school year we have fundraising events, from after school sweets and
drinks sales, cake sales, along with organising Christmas and Summer fairs and a host
of other fundraising events.

How is the money spent you might ask:

We spend the money from our fund on various items through out the school year.
This helps to keep the school trips costs down, buy equipment and extra

non-curricular items for the children to aid their learning.
We have ako helped fund carpets, books and built a new library for key stage 2

children. This is to name but afew things the fund hasgone towards.

Can you help?

We are always looking for parents to join our group, whether that be from coming to
the informal group meetings, or helping out at our fundraising events.

We are keen for as many parents, grandparents and carers toget involved as

possible to help create fundraising events, which In turn helps to support your ¢ hild at
5t Marys. If you can spare any time at all then pleaseget in touch.

If you would like to help or put forward any ideas for fundraising events
then contact us:

Email: fundraising (@ stmarys. em pow ermat. co. uk

Facebook: 5t Mary's primary school fundraising group.

St Mary’s C of E Primary School & Nursery

Address: Poynton Road, Shawbury, Shropshire, SY4 4JR EmB.,... Am,eTr.

Telephone: 01939 250323 Email: admin@stmarys.empowermat.co.uk

Website: www.shawburystmarys.org.uk




