HEAD'S UPDATE Date: 2" October 2026

Dear Parents and Carers, /a}\

This week, our Student Council held their first meeting and are already getting stuck into an
exciting new initiative! This year, they will be helping to encourage more children and families
to walk, cycle, scoot or wheel to school whenever they can.

The children have come up with some fantastic ideas to keep everyone motivated throughout
the year, including decorating bikes and scooters, adding a wheeled twist to our ‘Treat
Tuesday’, and even designing a special lanyard to display the badges children can earn each
month.

Next week is Cycle to School Week, so it is the perfect opportunity to get started. We would
love to see as many children and families as possible walking, cycling, scooting or wheeling
to school. A huge well done to our Student Council for already taking such an active role in
making a positive difference to our school community.

Continuing our active theme, next week we will also be holding our St Mary’s Mile. Children
who would like to can run competitively, while others can choose to walk, jog or even skip
their way around our Daily Mile track.

It is a great opportunity for everyone to take part at their own level, enjoy being active and
experience that sense of achievement that comes from completing the challenge. Most
importantly, it is about joining in, encouraging one another and having fun.

Finally, please do support our Scholastic Book Fair, which is being run by our fantastic
fundraising group. It is a lovely opportunity for children to discover and choose new books,
while also directly supporting the school.

The funds raised help us to put even more books back into our classrooms, benefiting all of
our children and helping us to continue developing a love of reading across St Mary’s.
Thank you, as always, for getting behind these opportunities and supporting our children and
our school.

Sarah North
Headteacher
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Arthog 2026 - 9" November 2026 Harvest Festival

We will be holding a parent meeting on We will be visiting St Mary’s

Church on
Monday 5th October at 3.25pm. for a harvest festival.

Please join us. Please sign in at the school office and This year we are asking for

leave mobile phones at home. donations for the community

food bank our at school.
All payments for this trip must be received before the ood bank our at schoo

trip date for your child to attend. Please drop items to the school

office by Friday 9" October. The
Any questions, please ask at the school office. food bank will then be available

from Monday 12™ October.

St Mary’s Mile House Competition
On Tuesday 6th October the whole school will be taking part in the St Mary’s Mile
house competition.

Every class, including nursery, will be going onto the playground to run or walk
around our mile track. All children need to come to school in their normal PE kit
on Tuesday 6th October to participate.

The St Mary’s mile is taking place to promote a healthy and active lifestyle while
fostering a sense of friendly competitions, encouraging teamwork and school spirit
as children represent their respective houses. By completing the mile-long event all
children will gain house points and for the more competitive children a chance to
earn more house points and win a small individual trophy and house trophy.

Widget Workshop Trip to Chirk Castle
Widget Workshop are coming into Years 1 & 2 will be visiting Chirk
school on Castle on Monday 12th October,
as part of their topic work on

Thursday 8th October
castles.

to deliver their stone age/iron
age/bronze age workshop to years 3
and 4

They will be leaving school at 9am
and returning for the end of the day.

Please consent and pay on Arbor for
your child to attend this trip, if you
haven’t already.

Please consent and pay on Arbor for
your child to join in with the workshop.

WIDGET
WORKSHOPS




Mental Health Awareness Day Parents Evening

To support Mental Health Awareness We have two dates for parents
Day on we are evening this term.
asking everyone to wear something

yellow with their school uniform. Wednesday 14th October

Nursery through to year 6
It could be a yellow T-shirt, socks, hair

: Thursday 15th October
accessory or anything else yellow!

Reception through to year 6

Let’s brighten up our school & show

our support for mental health The times on these days may alter

for some classes.

awareness.
Please book your appointment on
Arbor.
el
Book Fairs

Any problems please speak to the
school office.

Receptiep-to Year 6'ﬁ g@}

You are invited to our

We will be holding a book fair after

school on
Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th ' October Half Term “
October ' Holiday Club

The bookfair will be open both days m l:“
from 3pm to 4.30pm. W E

From

?

o~

Please join us. Please sign in at the Mon-Fri 26 L

school office before going to the hall. rﬁ P S0 Marys B¢ Pter begin 20° October
<

) [Z

Thank you to everyone who entered
the colouring competition to win a £5
book voucher to spend at the book
fair.

This competition has now closed and
winners will be announced next.



Year 6 Enterprise

Some of our year 6 children will be
attending Thomas Adams school in
Wem for an Enterprise event on

Friday 16" October

We wish them good luck!

Cycle Safety Reminder
Please can we remind all parents and children
that you need to dismount your bike or scooter
on the roadside and push it into the school
grounds to the bike store.

A parent was almost knocked down by a child
riding their bike along the path by the school
office.

We appreciate your support keeping our whole
school community safe.
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Stars Activities

Week Commencing Monday 5™ October

MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ KS1

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ K51

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ KS1

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ KS1

3:15PM - 4:15PM
SNACK TIME/ KS1

PLAY GROUND PLAY GROUND PLAY GROUND PLAY GROUND PLAY GROUND
4:15PM - 5:00PM 4:15PM - 5:00PM 4:15PM - 5:00PM 4:15PM - 5:00PM 4:15PM - 4:45PM
CRAFT ACTIVITY ACTIVITY CRAFT ACTIVITY CRAFT ACTIVITY ACTIVITY
ORIGAMI BINGO FINGER PAINTING ARTS & CRAFTS BOARD G_AMES
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5:00PM - 5:30PM

[
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5:00PM - 5:30PM

7 |15 30|50 75
LIGHT SNACK MEAL | LIGHT SNACK MEAL

5:00PM - 5:30PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

5:00PM - 5:30PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

4:45PM 5:10PM
LIGHT SNACK MEAL

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

5:30PM - 6:00PM
READING

Attendance during week starting
28th September 2026

Attendance Target — 96%
Attendance This Week — 97.33%
Attendance This Year — 96.6%

5:10PM - 5:30PM
READING

Children who missed morning registration 8.26% (18 child)
Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions.
A morning registration at the start of school — 8.45am and an afternoon registration after lunch—
1pm for the afternoon session.
Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any whole session Including
registration.
It is important that the children are at school on time every day to prevent disruption and upset to
their day and for the rest of their class.

St Mary’s C of E Primary School & Nursery
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Address: Poynton Road, Shawbury,
Shropshire, SY4 4JR
Telephone: 01939 250323
Email: admin@stmarys.empowermat.co.uk
Website: www.shawburystmarys.org.uk
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Monday 5th—9th October
Monday 5th October
Tuesday 6th October
Tuesday 6th October
Thursday 8th October
Friday 9th October
Monday 12th October
Monday 12th October
Tuesday 13th October
Tuesday 13th October
Wednesday 14th October
Thursday 15th October
Thursday 15th October
Friday 16th October
Friday 16th October

Mon 19th—Fri 30th October
Monday 2nd November

Emp

Cycle to school week
Year 6 Arthog Parent Meeting—3.25pm
St Mary’s Mile house competition
Nursery Induction New Starters PM
Widget Workshop in—Years 3 & 4
Harvest Church Service
Chirk Castle Trip—Year 1 & 2
Book Fair 3pm to 4.30pm
Mental Health Day—wear something yellow
Book Fair 3pm to 4.30pm
Parent Consultations (Nursery—Year 6)
Parent Consultation (Reception—Yr 6)
Open Evening Nursery 3.30pm to 5.30pm
10 year 6 children to Enterprise at TA
Break up for half term
2 weeks half term holiday

Back to school
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	Arthog 2026 - 9th November 2026
	We will be holding a parent meeting on

	Monday 5th October at 3.25pm.
	Please join us. Please sign in at the school office and leave mobile phones at home.
	All payments for this trip must be received before the trip date for your child to attend.
	Any questions, please ask at the school office.
	Harvest Festival
	We will be visiting St Mary’s Church on Friday 9th October for a harvest festival.
	This year we are asking for donations for the community food bank our at school.
	Please drop items to the school office by Friday 9th October. The food bank will then be available from Monday 12th October.



	St Mary’s Mile House Competition
	On Tuesday 6th October the whole school will be taking part in the St Mary’s Mile house competition.
	Every class, including nursery, will be going onto the playground to run or walk around our mile track. All children need to come to school in their normal PE kit on Tuesday 6th October to participate.
	The St Mary’s mile is taking place to promote a healthy and active lifestyle while fostering a sense of friendly competitions, encouraging teamwork and school spirit as children represent their respective houses. By completing the mile-long event all children will gain house points and for the more competitive children a chance to earn more house points and win a small individual trophy and house trophy.

	Widget Workshop
	Widget Workshop are coming into school on

	Thursday 8th October
	to deliver their stone age/iron age/bronze age workshop to years 3 and 4
	Please consent and pay on Arbor for your child to join in with the workshop.

	Trip to Chirk Castle
	Years 1 & 2 will be visiting Chirk Castle on Monday 12th October, as part of their topic work on castles.
	Please consent and pay on Arbor for your child to attend this trip, if you haven’t already.
	Thanks

	Mental Health Awareness Day
	To support Mental Health Awareness Day on Tuesday 13 October, we are asking everyone to wear something yellow with their school uniform.
	It could be a yellow T-shirt, socks, hair accessory or anything else yellow!
	Let’s brighten up our school & show our support for mental health awareness.
	We will be holding a book fair after school on

	Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th October
	The bookfair will be open both days from 3pm to 4.30pm.
	Please join us. Please sign in at the school office before going to the hall.
	Thank you to everyone who entered the colouring competition to win a £5 book voucher to spend at the book fair.
	This competition has now closed and winners will be announced next.

	Parents Evening
	We have two dates for parents evening this term.

	Wednesday 14th October
	Nursery through to year 6

	Thursday 15th October
	Reception through to year 6
	The times on these days may alter for some classes.
	Please book your appointment on Arbor.
	Any problems please speak to the school office.
	Reception to Year 6


	Diary Dates
	AUTUMN 1 TERM 2026


